The proceedings of the International Conference on the Evolution of Religion held on Oahu, Hawaii in 2007. The chapters are rather short and succinct, but the volume of these chapters allows for a most broad approach to the topic of religion and evolution. The authors address such issues as the adaptive value of religion, 'tribalism,' cognitive foundations for god beliefs, as well as the theological implications of evolutionary studies.
4. Goodenough, Ursula. The Sacred Depths of Nature. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 1998. A biologist's perspective on what it means to be non-dualistically tied to the natural world and universe. A primer on evolutionary biology and a call to realize the grandeur of the wholly natural world. Goodenough exhibits 'natural spirituality.' 5. Kirkpatrick, Lee A. Attachment, Evolution, and the Psychology of Religion. New York, NY: Guilford Press, 2005. An excellent introduction to attachment theory of religion by one of the leading authors in the field. The second half broaches the issue of where attachment theory fits into the larger field of evolutionary studies of religion. A collection of essays intended to situate the study of religion in the public arena. The author explores the consequences a public study of religion has on methods and theories in the study of religion. Though many essays are oriented toward social theory and not psychology or biology, they are all the same relevant to all students of religion at the undergraduate and graduate level. A study detailing the overlapping interests and influences of the sciences and the humanities. As an author infamously tied to sociobiology, Wilson argues that knowledge of our world and universe must ultimately come from the employment of the scientific method and its appeal to empiricism and inductive reasoning rather than deduction and metaphysical speculation. Wilson in effect calls for the vertical integration of all disciplines. A collection of essays reflecting the many facets of this influential figure's work in Religious Studies. Although some essays are better than others, the whole text comments on the current state of the field and the avenues it ought to take if it wishes to claim continuing relevance. Of particular significance is Smith's call to remember the academic task, a task dedicated not to description but to redescription, that is, explanation. An excellent, not to mention most thorough, introduction to the psychological study of religion and spirituality. An overview of the various psychological approaches as well as the attendant methods. Also includes discussions pertaining to applied psychology and religion. A most useful reference.
Online Materials
http://www.as.ua.edu/rel/studyingreligion.html This site explicitly states that it is not oriented toward providing merely descriptive data on various historical traditions. Instead, it specializes in 'method and theory,' addressing key methodological and theoretical issues pertaining to the academic study of religion. A helpful bibliography of major contributors to the study of religion is included.
http://www.naturalism.org/ A website dedicated to explaining and exploring naturalism. There is a specific hot link for a discussion of spirituality and naturalism as well as a hot link for exploring the philosophical basis for and problems with naturalism.
http://evolution.binghamton.edu/religion/ A website exhaustively dedicated to considering religion and religious issues from the perspective of evolutionary theory. Points out that religious belief and evolutionary explanations of religion are not mutually exclusive. Also contains a helpful list of prominent scholars working in the field.
http://www.tmt.missouri.edu/index.html A website dedicated to terror management theory (TMT). Contains a list of scholars currently using the theory in empirical psychological research as well as hot links to various psychological testing tools.
http://www.psychwww.com/psyrelig/ A general psychology of religion webpage maintained by Michael Nielsen (PhD) with links to many different topics in the general psychological study of religion. Contains links to research opportunities as well as graduate programs in the psychology of religion.
Sample, Partial Syllabus
This sample syllabus provides readings for an upper-level undergraduate course in Religious Studies -author recommends that the instructor of record choose amongst the following suggestions, tailoring the reading load to the students' capabilities. Religion, 8, 
